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April 6, 2022 
 
 
 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard (LR-16J) 
Chicago, Illinois  60604 
 
Attention: Mr. Gregory A. Rudloff, P.G., Supervisor 
 Corrective Action Section 3 
 
Reference: Corrective Action Deferment Request 
 Deltech Polymers Corporation 
 1250 South Union Street 
 Troy, Ohio  45373 
 TRC No. 459193.0001.0001 
 
Dear Mr. Rudloff: 
 
As a follow up to our March 8, 2022 conference call, on behalf of Deltech Holdings, LLC (Deltech), 
TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) has prepared this Corrective Action Deferment Request 
(CADR) associated with the Deltech Polymers Corporation (Deltech Polymers) facility located at    
1250 South Union Street, Troy, Ohio  45373 (the Property).  This letter is intended to support our 
request to defer responses to historical suspected releases of hazardous substances from three 
abandoned in-place underground storage tanks (USTs) at the Property from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to the Ohio Voluntary Action Program (Ohio VAP).  This 
CADR summarizes the previous activities undertaken at the Property in response to the suspected 
releases from the USTs, and also activities that will be undertaken to address the releases under the 
Ohio VAP.  The Property consists of a 8.714-acre manufacturing facility to the west and east of South 
Union Street in Troy, Ohio.  The Property location is shown on Figure 1. 
 
The purpose for seeking the deferment is to resolve a potential ineligibility issue regarding the 
Property’s participation in the Ohio VAP.  In 2021, Deltech contracted with TRC to take the Property 
through the Ohio VAP to obtain a Covenant Not-to-Sue (CNS) from the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency by preparing a No Further Action Letter (NFAL).  As part of the Ohio VAP implementation, 
regulatory issues are evaluated during the Ohio VAP Phase I to determine the Property’s eligibility for 
participation in the Ohio VAP.  Through this process, the reported suspected hazardous substance 
UST releases were identified.  This unresolved suspected UST releases currently makes the affected 
portion of the Property potentially ineligible to participate in the Ohio VAP until resolved.  As you are 
aware, the Ohio Bureau of UST Regulations regulated closure, but not corrective action, for USTs that 
contained hazardous substances. 
 
Deltech, the Ohio VAP Volunteer, has completed a Draft Ohio VAP Phase I Property Assessment, a 
Ohio VAP eligibility determination, a Draft Ohio VAP Phase II Scope of Work, and has developed 
sufficient evidence of entry into the Ohio VAP in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Chapter 
3745-300-02. 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 
The Property is currently utilized by Deltech Polymers for the controlled reaction of styrene monomer 
to polystyrene pellets through extrusion, contact cooling, cutting, and straining processes.  The 
Property features are shown on Figure 2.  The Property is accessed from South Union Street from the 
west.  Various environmental investigations and remedial efforts have been conducted at the Property 
from the 1980’s until now.  Three underground storage tanks (UST) were located in the middle of the 
production area.  The tanks consisted of one 20,000-gallon UST containing styrene and two              
500-gallon USTs containing Therminol.  The styrene was used for production of polystyrene pellets 
and the Therminol was used as a heat transfer oil.  All three USTs are considered to have contained 
hazardous substances. 
 
All three USTs are located in the production area where an explosion and fire occurred in 1987 that 
released chemicals of concern (COCs) to the soil and groundwater.  Potential historical releases from 
the USTs and from the explosion and fire are indistinguishable.  The local Emergency Response Unit 
responded to the 1987 fire and explosion and their assessment indicated that 500 to 1,000 gallons of 
styrene and 1,000 gallons of Therminol were released during the fire and explosion.  All three USTs 
were closed in-place as part of the remedial efforts due to the explosion and fire. 
 
The styrene UST was last used on October 1, 1998 prior to the UST being cleaned and taken out of 
service in November 1998.  The UST system is located beneath a concrete surface that is curbed to 
direct potential surface spillage from the overlying reactor equipment into a concrete-lined basin to 
prevent styrene from releasing to environmental media.  Furthermore, the UST system is located 
adjacent to and under process equipment and support structures that would damage or weaken if the 
UST system was removed.  Deltech Polymers received an Approval for Closure-In-Place from the 
Ohio Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Regulations (BUSTR) dated July 12, 2012 and Permit 
dated September 7, 2012.  The UST was permanently closed in-place by filling the UST with a mortar 
mix on December 18, 2012.  On January 8, 2013, Deltech Polymers completed a BUSTR Closure 
Form summarizing the history of the UST, the closure activities, and a statement that residual 
concentrations detected in soil and groundwater resulting from the fire and explosion are being 
addressed as required by the Ohio VAP.  The BUSTR Closure Form was received by BUSTR on 
January 13, 2013.  On March 28, 2013, BUSTR provided a response concluding that a release from 
the UST has occurred and that corrective action is necessary.  The response letter also stated that 
BUSTR regulates USTs containing hazardous substances during closure but not for corrective action 
and the Closure Assessment must be submitted to the USEPA for corrective action oversight.  The 
BUSTR Closure form summarizing the closure activities including BUSTR and USEPA 
correspondence are included in Attachment A. 
 
At the same time (1998) as the closure in-place of the styrene UST, two 500-gallon Therminol USTs 
were closed following the same procedures as the styrene tank.  Therminol is a heat transfer oil 
historically known to contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  The Therminol USTs were located in 
the same general area as the styrene UST prompting a closure in-place.  Prior to the closure in 1998, 
BUSTR provided Deltech Polymers a letter in October 1994 stating that BUSTR does not regulate 
USTs containing PCBs.  A copy of this letter in included in Attachment B.  Also included in     
Attachment B are multiple correspondences from 1994 to 2004 between Deltech Polymers and 
BUSTR summarizing the closure activities, sampling deviation requests, and regulatory uncertainties.  
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Due to the regulatory uncertainty, a closure assessment report for the Therminol USTs has not been 
conducted. 
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 
The former 20,000-gallon styrene UST and the two 500-gallon Therminol tanks are located in Ohio 
VAP Identified Area-5 (IA-5 – Process Area) and IA-1 (Site Wide Groundwater).  The ongoing Ohio 
VAP Phase II investigation will include the collection of soil, groundwater and soil gas samples in 
and/or adjoining to IA-5 and IA-1.  The COCs in IA-5 and IA-1 include volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), metals and PCBs.  Figures 2 and 3 show the 
Property Features and the Ohio VAP IA’s for the Property. Upon completion of the Ohio VAP Phase 
II, soil, groundwater and vapor associated with IA-5 (and the three closed USTs) will be remedied as 
necessary to achieve Ohio VAP applicable standards for all complete exposure pathways.  The 
effectiveness of the remedy will be confirmed and documented in a Ohio VAP NFAL that will be 
submitted to Ohio EPA with a request for a Covenant Not-to-Sue.  The Volunteer intends to complete 
the Ohio VAP process in accordance with Ohio EPA program rules and in a timely manner. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
On behalf of Deltech, TRC has prepared this CADR associated with Deltech’s 1250 South Union 
Street, Troy, Ohio  45373 facility to request a deferment in response to historical suspected releases 
of a hazardous substances from UST’s at the Property from the USEPA to the Ohio VAP.  If you are 
in agreement that corrective action for the USTs can be deferred to the Ohio VAP, we respectfully 
request USEPA’s issuance of deferment or its equivalent.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
TRC Environmental Corporation 

  
Donald A. Fay, Ohio VAP C.P. #254     Curtis S. Kugler 
Vice President        Project Manager 
 
Attachments 
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